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tis a new era for JM. Weston with the opening of a new boutique
on the world-famous Avenue des Champs-Elysées and the arival of
a new artistic director, Olivier Saillaed.

Stepping down from his role as the director of Palais Galliera after a
quarter of a century, Sallard admits, "It was a complex decsion to quit
my work as & museum director after twenty-five years. But after 140
exhibitions, inchading numerous ones dedicated 10 designers | deeply
admie (Macame Grés, Azzedine Alala, Comme des Gargons, Jeanne
Lanvin, and Cristobal Balenclaga), | had the feeling of a complete work. |
started at Palais Galliera with an exhibition of Azzedine Aldiz and ended
with a retrospective on Martin Margiela, | was very ucky, The proposition
of JM. Weston came 3t a turning point in my life. | was 50 years old and felt
ke new perspectives. | like the fact that there was a factory, that it was 3
French house with a hurman heritage and its own know-how. | remember
limmediately thought of Rimbaud that Verlaine would call Thomme aux
semalies ce vent' After all this is what convinced me. | saw all the poetry
Isurrounding] this beand founded in 1981 in Limoges.”

Taking on the new robe at UM, Weston seemingly bacame an edension

of Saifaed's work experience. explaining that, *l am a historian, 5o | first
immersed mysel inzo the history of the brand, | visited the factory in
Limaoxges and went into the archines. The history is very interesting. L.
Weston is a ictitious name, The founder was called Edouaed Blanchaed,

At the beginning of the 20th century he sent his son 1o the United States,

10 a town called Weston, near Boston, so he could ain in the traditional
Norwegian welt technigue and the Goodyear stitching. As for the initisls M,
we don't know their signification, Then | also went into some research and
found traces of the fiest Hunt shoes dating back to 1937.1 liee the idea that
IM. Weston fs inline with duraiility, These are shoas of great quality that one
keeps for 3 leng time. | like this aspect, quite eco-friendly and thus modem”

And it appears beinging back the old is Saillard's forte with the now artistic
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director dipping into the archives 1o give the howse's iconic designs

a breath of fresh alr and bringing them to the house's new flagship
boutique. “In the atelier here, | have a range of shoes | stored, the Hunt
decbyy, the Hall-Hunt desby, the Republican Guard boot, the Moccasin,
eleven of the iconic styles of the brand that | cbserve carefully so as to
berter immerse myself There is a mood board on the wall where | pinned
the faces of Carl André andd writer Annemare Schwarzenbach, some
paintings of Soulages, The Papers collection i inspired by the 408, Shoes
are bolder, with square toes, leather wallpaper motifs in the inner side

of the shoe. | don't like neglected interiors and | like the idea of bringing
paper 1o the fest in order to fecd lighter, Again, the Weston shoe 5 made
10 kst Fashion always focuses on the new seasans and the collections
to come. This absolute duty of novelty is absurd. | wish to set some [new]
dressing habits” he explains.

Accustomed 1o putting on exhibitions at Palais Galiera for twenty-five years,
Sallard is akso bringing his knowe-howy In attracing an audience to good

use at JM Weston by hoping to renew how we discover new cellections.
suggested we hold perfarmances rather than shows, not necessaelly to show
new collections but o show the sprit of these timeless shoes, for the day,
for the evening for yesterday, for tomormow, for ever, When a Weston is used,
we send them 1o the factary. These shoes are passed on from generation

1o qenetation. Last June we presented a pedormance called Défks pour 27
chaussures & the Grand Palais in which dancer and choreagrapher Mathilde
Mannier, who directs the Centre National de ka Danse in Pantin, showed
eleven iconic shoes of 1M Weston. It's a different way of teling the story of
the howuse, to braathe some mythology and poetry back around the neme
of JM Weston, Then we wored with Laetita Casta, and photographer
Katerina Jebb, to embody the new aesthetic of the Weston shoes that can
be wormn just &s wel by a man or a woman, For this campaign, | theught of
androgynous women of Berdin in the 405" the designer says.

Saillard doesn't stop his “performances” at how the new collections are



designed

poutique last July. The ane wi considered

as a visito we he bacomes a client. | remember visiting the Comme
des Gargons store as a student just 1o be able 1o see the pieces, without
buying. | like the idea that one gets into the history of the brand in this
way. Fashion is not only about buying. True luxury today i time. Because

taking time is to give oneself the one

for thinking and studying Joseph
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d back in 1932, In this space
nspired by Art Déco, we will open
ones of a2 book,
2xplain the brand. Shoeboxes

the chapters, as
1o

are blue. as the main colour of the

earthenware of Limoges, baxes we conceived so they can fold 10 1ake
e
ta the description of the making of the shoes and, for example, how the

pace in the wardrobes and can fit in a suitcase. A space is dedicated

180 Maccasin needs 180 gestures made by different craftsmen. Another

one is

jicaed 10 shoe care and a third one 10 the kno qe of

various leathers.”
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“The shoe means walking, travelling,
it means somewhere else...”
- Olivier Saillard
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dowen the pages where there is an e

cerpt that evokes clathing. | now post
them on Instagram. | find this app is a very nice 1ol for sharing.” And of
course his love for putting on exhibitions is very much alive with Saillard
sharing that he is “working on an exhibition sbout menswear fashion

with the Fondazione Pitti immagine
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On the same occasion we'll be showing the parforrmance with M,

Monnier and JM Weston, Déhlé pour 27 chaussures”
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